outh Strike Overview 




When would we call for a Youth Strike, and why? 

While there is a lot of uncertainty around the post-election period, there are some things we can 
expect: Trump and the GOP are likely to attempt to cheat their way into four more years. In coalition 
with our youth partners Dream Defenders, March for Our Lives and United We Dream, we have created 
scenarios for how we, the youth, will turn out in response to two trigger moments. These trigger 
moments will be decided on by the coalition and communicated directly to Sunrise leaders. 


Action Trigger 1: If Trump declares victory before all the votes are counted, makes unfounded 
claims that the election was “stolen,” tries to stop votes from being counted, or otherwise 
threatens the integrity of the election or the peaceful transition of power. 


L In this case, we will take sustained, escalated action as outlined in this guide . 


Action Trigger 2: Ballots stop being counted by clear malicious intent, Republicans (attempt 
to) send a separate set of electors that conflicts with popular vote, violence is perpetrated by 
the right or government agents, or there is another clear & illegitimate breakdown of the 
process 


L If this happens in any state or nationally, we will move into a youth strike. 


The second action trigger taking place means that there is a real and dangerous breakdown in our 
democractic process, if not a full coup. We know we need a quickly organized, massive, and sustained 
mobilization in order to prevent a true coup from occurring and/or sticking. The goal is to show that 
these power grabs are illegitimate and become ungovernable. Mass non-cooperation is our best 
tool. Mass strikes (non-cooperation) and mobilizations have stopped coups & power grabs before, 
and will work here if we’re willing to throw down. 


How would it start? 

The call for a youth strike will work best coming from folks with the most moral authority. In the 
context of a youth strike, we believe that’s our high school leaders. If the second action trigger 
occurs in a specific state (for example, if Republicans in PA stop counting votes), it will be high 
school leaders from that state who initiate the strike. If the action trigger occurs nationally or not 



















in a specific state (for example, if Trump calls for all votes to stop being counted and Republicans 
begin to respond) the strike will be called for by high school leaders around the country. 

Once the call to strike has been initiated, high schoolers will call college students and all other young 
people into action: striking and leading marches and rallies in their communities. The moment of the 
whirlwind created by this action trigger occurring will create the momentum needed to move other 
young people and people who are not yet in the movement into action. 


What happens next? What’s my hub’s role in this plan? 

In the first days after we’ve called the strike, your hub should be working with high school and 
college leaders in your community and supporting them to mobilize folks into the streets. 

A key to this plan is a rinse and repeat tactic that folks can use every day to sustain their strike. 
For the first wave of this strike, that tactic is high schoolers leading marches to or from their 
high school. This is a good way to clearly demonstrate the youth nature of the strike, with high 
schools as symbolic, government-run locations. This could also work with youth of other ages that are 
also in school, depending on where your local youth leadership is. Your hub should work to support 
these mobilizations in any way it makes sense, and recruit your members to join. 

You’re not in touch with local youth leadership? That’s okay, you can still mobilize! Organize a 
daily march in a symbolic location in your community (city hall, a senate office, your statehouse, main 
street, etc) and plan to be in the streets everyday until the power grab has been stopped. Wherever 
possible, work in collaboration with other groups in your community to make sure you’re mobilizing 
the broadest base of support possible. 

The key here is lifting up youth leadership, and being in the streets every day. 


Key Principles 

When thinking about the youth strike, there are two basic principles to keep in mind. One is the 
context of the strike. This will be a moment of massive upheaval, where tens of thousands of people 
are being activated at once and most of the organized left will be mobilizing. It’s not just on Sunrise 
and our hubs. We’re not doing this alone, or in a vacuum. We’ll have allies and momentum firmly on 
our side and working with us. 

The second is adjusting our expectations of a “strike”. This is meant to be a youth strike, not a general 
strike. Unions in the U.S. don’t often engage in political strikes: it’s unlikely we’ll be able to trigger a 
mass strike from work. The goal is to get as many folks as possible into the streets, not to trigger a 
general workers strike. A youth strike is not a general strike, but it can still be enough to win and 
stop a power grab or coup. 








